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2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 6th- FRIDAY 7 PM! LSBF speaker. 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Changed to Friday the 6th 

because of the LSBF visiting speaker. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Wiring. 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 
 

 

 
Shown at our 2017 Exhibit, this Ficus is slated to 

become part of the new bonsai collection at the 

Japanese Garden. See Mark’s update on the 

permanent bonsai collection in this newsletter. 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 

 Well it looks like Hurricane Harvey has 

finally left Texas. The magnitude of this devastating 

storm will be felt for years to come. Our thoughts and 

prayers go out to all our fellow bonsai enthusiasts in 

Houston and Corpus Christi as well as all those 

affected by this terrible storm.  

 Our Saturday meetings continue to be well 

attended and I think we keep getting new members 

every month. Please welcome our newest member 

Ashely Nguyen.  Thank you for joining. Our stated 

mission from the FWBS bylaws “is to promote 

knowledge and interest in bonsai”. Please make 

plans to attend out September meeting with the 

Smith’s. Bring your trees and tools. I hope to see 

everyone at the September meeting. 

 Please be sure to mark your calendars as our 

October schedule has changed. October 6th is our 

visiting artist on Friday evening. And October 28-

29th is the Japanese Garden Fall Festival. We will 

need all the volunteers we can get so please plan on 

coming out for the Festival. 

Don’t forget to check our website at:  

http://fortworthbonsai.org 

Happy styling, 

Dan  

 

September Program: 

Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

Our next meeting is on Saturday September 

9th at 9AM. The program will be a workshop with 

Howard and Sylvia Smith from Dallas. All club 

members are invited to bring one or two trees to get 

care and styling advice from Howard and Sylvia. 

(You are always welcome to bring any bonsai that 

you would like to get help with for show and tell, 

whether it is part of the program or not..)  
 

 



New Attraction at the  

Japanese Gardens 
-by Mark Bynum, Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

 The perception of the general public is that 

the Art of Bonsai (pronounced “bone-sigh”) and 

Japanese Gardens go hand-in-hand. The Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society for years has been asked many times, 

“Where are the bonsai trees at the Japanese 

Gardens?”  In traditional design, bonsai trees are not 

an integral part of a formal Japanese Garden, but are 

rather segregated to their own areas, both indoor and 

outdoor, in a building or in their own special display 

area.   

 With the help of the new Director of the 

Botanic Garden and the new lead gardener of the 

Japanese Garden, the Fort Worth Bonsai Society has 

been able to work out a plan to sponsor a pilot 

program that will lead to a larger, permanent bonsai 

exhibit on the Japanese Garden grounds.  Keeping 

with the concept of a separate area from the formal 

garden area, the pilot bonsai exhibit will be just 3 

trees housed on the east deck of the Treasure Tree 

Gift Shop.  New signage will mark the location and 

an informational flyer will be given out at the entry 

gate for visitors.   

 We do not plan on a formal opening 

ceremony, but do plan to have a soft opening by 

October 1. We will introduce the new attraction to 

the public at the Japanese Fall Festival using the 

festival literature, the internet, and other advertising 

methods. The new exhibit will be manned during the 

Festival for information and security.  The tree 

collection will remain on display after the festival at 

least through 2018. 

 The goal is to create a new attraction at the 

Japanese Garden that will appeal to visitors and bring 

them in.  Come by and visit the new exhibit during 

October and give us your feedback.   

 
Mark Bynum and Bjorn Bjorholm, world-known 

Bonsai Artist, work on a bonsai exhibit juniper. 

Fused Trunk Follow Up 
By Steven Hendricks 

 In early summer I attached a number of Ficus 

retusa seedlings to a balsa wood cone with the idea 

that the trunks would fuse giving me a thick- trunk 

tree in a short amount of time.  I recently unwound 

the green garden tape to see how my fusion was 

progressing.  It appears that there were only three or 

four casualties among the 18 seedlings.  The 

remainder appears to be doing well.  I picked a single 

trunk that is to be the central leader.  I cut back some 

large side branches on the others so that they will not 

overtake the central leader in size. Fusion is not yet 

complete so I rewrapped the trunk and will leave it 

until next summer when I will take a look at it again.  

It’s a fun project and gives me something to look 

forward to come next summer. 

 

 
Here’s The Original Wrapping 

 

 
Here is its current condition. 



SEPTEMBER BONSAI 

By John Miller 

 Looking at some of my latest issues of BCI 

magazine I was struck by the quality of artists at the 

LSBF Convention. Our headliners have done some 

big world conventions.  E.g., Golden State and Asian 

conventions artist Boon Manakitivipart will be at 

Longview in April, Dallas’s Bjorn and Juan at World 

Bonsai Friendship Fed. in Japan 2 weeks later, 

Nomoto at Noelanders Convention in Europe in Feb., 

John Naka, Walter Pall, Kathy Shaner, and many 

other great ones over the years.  Also our fees are 

much cheaper so make plans now to enjoy Longview 

in April  

 During September your main job is to get 

your stuff ready for winter.  Do not encourage new 

growth, hold back on the fertilizer and pruning.  Get 

winter quarters ready.  Be sure the tropical are 

healthy, no bugs or other pathogens.  

 If it rains days on end, tilt the pots to aid 

drainage and make sure the drains are not stopped up.  

When it is hot and dry, maybe water 2-3 times a day 

and protect plants and especially the pot from direct 

sun. 

 It is probably not late enough for the bonsai 

to go into their pre-dormancy slow down period. If 

they are still growing, continue twig pruning and 

other summer care. If air layers have developed roots 

they may be separated and potted. 

 In Sept and Oct there will still be some days 

with pretty hot temps.  So as the sun changes its angle 

make sure that the pots do not get too hot in the late 

afternoon sun.  Also watering now becomes harder.  

As trees slow their growth they do not take as much 

water.  Neither will they transpire as much on the 

cooler days.  So check each one separately and water 

as often and as much as the individual tree requires. 

 Check the trees you still have wire on.  When 

the cooler days get here some trees will expand their 

branches and get wire cuts rather quickly.  You need 

to check them periodically over the winter also.  Cut 

the wire off.  You can easily break the branches 

trying to unwrap the wire and it’s just not worth 

trying to save the wire.  Work from the outside end 

of the wire back so that you do not overlook a small 

piece of wire.  If you have trouble seeing each twist 

of the wire don’t cut, just unwrap the wire (with 

care). If you miss a turn of the wire you will make an 

unsightly bulge and the limb will probably have to be 

cut off.  If you need to reapply some wire take care 

to not follow the same path.   

 

 Help your trees go into dormancy.  The 

general rule of thumb on fertilizers is to stop giving 

nitrogen early in September and fertilize with one 

that has a formulation with 0 first number, like 0-10-

10 or 0-0-10.  They will need less water as they quit 

active growth but on warm days trees with green 

foliage will still transpire and will need that water.  

Most tropicals have a dormant season also but it is 

usually caused by dry conditions rather than cold.  

These types need to be hardened also by cutting the 

fertilizer to halt active growth and give them lighter 

watering.  This will enable them to withstand the 

transfer to the greenhouse better. 

 Fruiting bonsai spend a lot of energy growing 

fruit.  They should not be allowed to fruit heavily 

each year.  They benefit from a light fertilization at 

this time.  Flowering bonsai especially need to 

receive the minor elements. Get a good fertilizer, 

such as the Espoma plant-tone fertilizers, that include 

them in their mix for good color development.  They 

should be listed on the label. 

 There is not too much to be done on 

deciduous trees at this time.  Bugs and other 

problems are usually not a matter of concern since 

the foliage will be dropping soon.  Evergreens and 

tropicals will still need to be watched for their insect 

problems, especially the spider mite which will be 

active into fall.  Use the organic spray formula to 

control them.  If we should have a stretch of damp 

weather you should be watching for fungal problems, 

leaf spot, mildew, etc.  Treat fungal with potassium 

bicarbonate, (baking soda-sodium bicarbonate- will 

work about as well).  I would be okay with using a 

1% hydrogen peroxide solution at this time of the 

year for fungal control.  

 The organic spray formula is one tablespoon 

each of liquid seaweed, fish emulsion, 5% apple 

cider vinegar, and molasses in one gallon of water.  

Spray top and bottom of leaves and trunk thoroughly 

on a regular basis (7-10 days).  If you miss getting 

scale in their vulnerable crawler stage, you may have 

to go to a systemic. 

 Pruning and trimming ‘can’ be done any time 

that there is not a lot of sap flowing but is usually 

advisable to do it during dormancy.  Sap flow is 

indicated by the foliar activity of the plant like in the 

spring.  If your tree went into summer dormancy 

which sometimes occurs during hot weather then the 

cooler weather might result in a larger sap flow in 

late summer or early fall.  If your plant gets a flush 

of new growth it would be advisable to postpone 



large pruning cuts for a while.  Basically let you tree 

tell you when it is ok to operate. 

 Two other things you can do now.  You 

should prepare your winter quarters and you should 

study your evergreen trees to determine if you need 

to do any restyling later on this fall.  Bonsai in Texas 

should be a year around sport, you don’t need to 

cover them completely like up north. Try to put them 

where you can see some of them.  Just remember that 

they will still need to be watered and evergreens will 

need some sun.  A mulch cover over the pots on the 

ground will minimize temperature extremes. 

 Make sure that it is clean and that you will be 

able to check the water needs of the trees.  It should 

be somewhat protected from winds but should have 

some air movement to help prevent molds from 

developing.  Being in a location where you can see 

the trees would allow you to enjoy the winter 

silhouette, i.e. the branch structure and twiginess, 

that is a great part of deciduous bonsai. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
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cdwade3@gmail.com 
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stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 
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